PETER DEWITT IN THE REVOLUTION

/Notes byz
/Charles E. Hoye

In the Virginia census of 1782 a PETER DeWITT is listed in
Hampshire County as the head of 3 family of five. This is evidently the Peter
DeWitt who moved to Charles County, Kentucky, and on Oct. 18th, 1833, there made
oath to an application for pension under the Act of Congress of 1832, He was born
in Sussex County, New Jersey, July 8th, 1753, and when twelve (12) years of age moved

with his fsther to Hampshire County, Virginia.

In his pension apnli@ation Peter DeWitt states that on

June 15th., 1775 he volunteered in Captain Michsel Cresun's Company, (Michael died
Oct.18,1775). Another note written previous to the one listed =bove, by Mr. Hoye,
stotes the following sprlication for vension, on file in Washington, is of interest

to us of Garret County (Md) becsuse in it DeWitt gives in some #etail his services
on our frontier during the Revolution, = period of history about which we know little.
The fuct there is but little to tell is sufficlient enough resson to treasure this
record.. Since only a few friends, Frazees =nd others in the Blooming Rose Settlement,
s few séttlers on the Braddock Ro=d, =nd merhsps two or thr e on the Patomac, then
lived in what is now Garrett County.

Captain Dsniel Cresup in 1775 doubtless lived at "Shawnee"
0ld Town below Cumberlsnd, and Peter DeWitt resided ne=rby on the Virginia side of

the Patomac. In DeWitt's story of their csmpzign of 1775 reference is made to

marching to the "headwaters" of "Buffallow",- presunably Buffslo Run, in Maryland,
west of Friendsville: st Glade Farms the settlers had built Fort Morris, the year
before, and the friends on the Youhiogheny had also fortified themselves.

Capt.Cresup' and his volunteers did not wait long in the
mountains for the Indians to attack them, - they crossed the Ohio 2nd attacked

the Indians in their towns.

In his account of his capture of the deserter, he refers
to 2n "enemies country consisting of tories and Indians". He must have gone into
Ohio, capturing his man and brinbing him across the mountains over the MeCullogh

Path through Garrett County to the jail at Rommey.

This Peter DeWitt was the Peter DeWitt who settled on
Roaring Creek, Preston County, 2bout 1795, and who became the zancestors of the De-
Witts of Garrett County.

Arnlication for Pension

State of Kentucky
Olsrke County;

On the 1fth dsay of October, 1833, personally arpeared
before me, Fielding Combes (2 Judge -nd Justice of the County aforesaid), Peter

DeWitt, sged 81l years on the 8th day of Tuly, who, being duly sworn asccording to the

law, doth on his osth mske the following decl-r-tion in order th obtain the benefit
of the Act of Congress passed 7th day of June, 1832, thzt he entered the services

of the Tnited St-tes under the following n-med officers, =nd served as herein stated:-

First he s=vs he was born on the 8th day of Tuly, 1753m
in the St=te of New Jerseys in Sussex County, =nd there he states he lived until
sbout 12 yesrs of age, and then he moved with his father to Virginia, Hampshire County,
and from this countv on the 15th of Tune, 1775, he volunteered in Captain Cresup’'s

Comv=ny, Znsign Ogle, aaCol. A, McDon=1d. Rendezvoused st Redstone 0ld Fort.

(Below tiis record was shown = leasd-vencil sketeh by Beulsh Twigg-Tuly 1937- of Capt.
Oresup’'s Fort =nd Braddock's mile-stone). Ve here continued for two or three weeks;
from thence we marched to the hesdwaters of the Buffzllow: from thence to the head
of Whelling Oreek; from thence to the mouth of Grave Creek. At this place we con-

tinued for sometime to obtain nrovisions: from thence we moved to the mouth of



Peter DeWitt in the Tevolition (gontinued)

Fish 7reek; from thence across the Ohio, -nd versued =n Indian Trail, =and so con-

tinued to within eight miles of their town, -nd had a short skirmish wi th scme
lying in ambush; had two of our men killed and six wounded. Ye left at this pl=ace

s guard to take cere of the wounded #nd persued ontoward the town, until we arrived

at Mushingum River. At this pl-ce we stormed, And he states thzt he remembers
well of Jobn Hargus killing an Indinn -=cross the Diver st = distance of about two
hundred yards.

Our Colonel then g~ve orders that no other gun should be
fired, and as the Indians were on the omnmosite side of the river, our interpreter
invited them over to trent, but they declined. Bre-~king camp next morning by light

we started for their towns. The first we resched was eslled Wacotamzca. Ve, however
first desired = tresy but effected none; but ~8 they evscusted the town we took poss-
ession without opposition. From thence we m-rched to Sn~ke Town; from thence to =
town cslled Whiksom-nus Town. At this town we hzd = skirmish; hsd one wounded =znd
took ~n Indisn prisoner; and from thence we m-rched on home -nd arrived home on the
16th day of September, 1775, ~fter nn ~bsence of three months on duty, =2nd was dis-
charged. On this tour he served =s a wrivate soldier.
He states the next service he rendered, he remembered, was
from Maryland, Washington county, in the vear 1776, on the 16th of April, =s well sas
he can remember. He was drafted for six months in Capt. Kimberlin's Company of

Spies and Rangers, and ranged through the mountains in the County Washington, and
%hose contiguous, to prevent savages from murdering the defenceless women and

children while their husbands were out in the service of their country. He stated he
also continued to range snd spy as a private soldier, until the 15th or 16th of October,
insuing at that time he returned home and was regularly discharged by his Captain,

but ne lost it. He stotes he served a gour in the following way:-- In the year 1777
there was a man by the name of James Night who had deserted the U.S. Army, and
Capt.(whose name he has forgotten* advertised that if any man would arrest him he should
receive a discharge for six months.

(Note:-While it doesn't state specifically at what season of
the year, in all probability he took his dischasrge in the warm weather in order
to advantage farm).

He states thot he immedistely st=rted in search of him, and
after hunting several days through enemies country consisting of tories and Indiaus
he says he found him 2nd =rrested him and lodged him in safety in Romney jail in
Hamnshire County, Va., and for this he says he got a discharge for six months. He
says on the m=rch he was st considersble topouble ~nd expense and much fatigue and
danger before he found him. (Probably working up thoough now Garrett County and back
on 01d McCollough Path running thro' Sunnyside). We thinks, therefore he sught to

have an =1lowance for it, as he nerformed the sertes required by the Fovernment.

He states he served msny other turns, the varticulars of
which he h=s forgotten, -nd therefore clsimes nothing for them,-- tthe length of time
as above put together will =mount to 15 months, allowing for the six months lsst
mentioned, if not more.

He states he h-s = record of his ~ge in =n old Dutch Bible
(nesrly 200 yesrs old) ~nd it m-kes him 81 verrs old on the 8th of July next. He

has slready st ted where he was living when c¢-1lled into the service; also kzsx the
m-nner of entering the servicec. We s-~ys thot =8 his services were in the way 28 above
described he had no opvortunity for forming -ny sc-usintences with the regular
officers. As to 2 disch-rge he st-tes thrt he h=as "named rbove, though somse" never
received a wirrten discharge. He states that he never h~d - commission but served

the severel tours as a privste soldier. We states that he is known by many of his
neighbors as a man of viracity and as to his reputation in his neighborhood to have
been a soldier of the Revolution; but particularly by Thomas Boon, a clergyman,
residing in his neighborhood, and Thomas Caston, residing in the same, who can
testify to the above facts.

(2) Continued
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He =1s0 states that he is now 0ld -nd helpless and unable
to get sbout, so much that he finds it quite inconvenient for him to get to town,
it being » distance of d¥welve or fifteen miles from his home. He hereby relin-
ouishes every claim whatever to a pension or snnuity except the present, and declares
that his name is not on the pension role of =sny agency of the State.
Sworn to -nd subscribed the dsy snd year aforesaid. He
2180 statesthet he h~s no witness to prove his service.
(Signed in his own hrnd) Peter DeVitt

Follow =affidavit of Thom=s Boon, etc.
On the 0ld envelove it is recorded;-

Peter DeWitt, who was a private in the Commany commanded
by Col. McDonald, in the Virginia Line, for six (6) months.

Inscribed on the Roll of Kentucky pensions at the rate of
Twenty (20) Dollars per Annum, to commence March, 1831.

Paid arrears to the 4th of SeptembeTeecicceess$50.00
Seml-annual alldwance ending 4th of Marche..ee..10.00

—$60.,00

So fifty (50) years after the War, Peter DeWitt got his
pension, but only Twenty ($20.00) a year.

Notes taken from
HAISTORY OF CUMBERLAND
Lowdermilk

. Colanel Thomsas Cresup, Cept-ins Daniel and Michael's
father, nd Capt-in McDonsld, sub-officers under M-j. Grant. Psges 255-256.
Col. Cresup organized ~nother Company, with his surviving
gsons, Daniel and Michael (his son Thomas having been killed a short time previously
by an Indian, he killing the Indisn at the s-me time), ~nd a negro of giant stature
msrched =2g=in, t=king the s=me route on Braddock's Road, »s far =s Negro Mountain, ’
Where they met a comvo ny of Indi-ns. Crssup's party killed sn Indian, This
incident Peter DeWitt mentions in his ~pnlication for s pension in 1833,
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